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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of village agricultural
volunteers in Ratchaburi Province; (2) to study their role performance; (3) to study their participation in
agricultural extension and development work; (4) to study factors affecting their role performance and
participation in agricultural extension and development work; and (5) to study their problems and
suggestions on their role performance and participation in agricultural extension and development
work. The population in this study was 969 village agricultural volunteers in Ratchaburi Province.
There were 169 samples in this study. The data were collected by using questionnaires. The statistical
methodology used to mean, minimum value, maximum value, percentage, standard deviation, and
multi-regression analysis. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the village
agricultural volunteers were male, with average age at 51.52 years. They were educated at upper
secondary level or lower vocational level. They sat on the village committee and were a member of a
farmer group, their occupation was a farmer. The average number of their household labor was 2.51
persons. Their average income deriving from agricultural section and non-agricultural sections was
193,456.96 Baht/year and 109,652.83 Baht/year respectively. And their average agricultural area was
20.78 rai. (2) most of the studied volunteers sometimes performed their roles in registration of farmer
and registration crop. (3) most of the studied volunteers sometimes participated in the agricultural
extension and development work in almost every activity, such as the activity of the usage of good
quality crop tribes which were suitable for the area they participated in regularly. (4) the factors which
affected their role performance were their total agricultural area, etc., while the factors which affected
their participation in the agricultural extension and development work were their total agricultural area,
the number of their household labor, and their total income deriving from non-agricultural sections.
And (5) their problems on their role performance and participation in agricultural extension and
development work were generally at medium level. Their suggestions the coordination which officials
of the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives in their province and district had to do regularly, the
profits/pay for their work, material/equipment support, and updated agricultural knowledge being
transferred more.

Keywords: Role performance, Agricultural extension and development, Village agricultural volunteer,
Ratchaburi Province
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